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NOVEMBER GREETINGS! 
 
Hello, parents!  I hope this newsletter finds you and your 

family safe and warm.  If there is anything our school staff 

can do to assist your children as they transition back to 

school, please let us know.   Parent-teacher conferences will 

be rescheduled, and a revised school calendar will be 

reviewed with our Board of Education and shared with you 

as soon as possible.  Several people have asked whether the 

state will waive the 180-day requirement for school days, 

and the latest communication from the Commissioner of 

Education states that no decision has been made about this 

as their focus is on helping students return to their schools. 

 

I visited each of our schools this morning and found 

everyone in excellent spirits.  Our staff are excited to be 

back at work and the students were clearly thrilled to be 

with their teachers and friends.  Hurricane Sandy certainly 

has provided our young writers with ample story ideas!  A 

first grader prepared a “How to Get Ready for a 

Hurricane” list by writing “Get a junarater”.  A 

kindergartner shared her story “I Lost Pawowr” with her 

classmates. 

 

I’d like to recognize parents Audrey Belkin, Ray and Cathy 

Diaz, Mark and Grace Reynolds, and Geralyn Ritter for 

connecting me with MERCK personnel last week.  

Through their efforts, we had the promise of conference 

room space at MERCK and the use of a 2 meg. generator if 

power continued to be out in our schools.  Everyone at 

MERCK (especially manager Robert Gebhardt) was 

extremely gracious.  Thank you!   

 

In this edition, you’ll see information about our new 

middle school Assistant Principal, an opportunity to 

receive special assistance in the Parent Portal for Genesis, a 

Strategic Plan update, notes from the October 

Superintendent’s Tea, and much more. Again, please reach 

out to us if we can assist your family. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING NEWS 
 

We’ve begun work on several Strategic Planning initiatives 

and would like to keep a regular monthly column as a way 

to communicate our progress.   

 

1.2  Empower students with decision-making ability in their 

school lives.  Three Bridges and Whitehouse Schools have 

included a Student Voice period for 3rd graders that offers 

opportunities for students to exercise leadership skills and 

actively participate in their school community.  Students 

will develop projects to be completed with the help of peers 

and staff.  Students in RMS Student Council are assisting 

with a number of district initiatives.  Student 

representatives have attended our District Technology 

Committee meeting to offer feedback on students bringing 

personal technology devices (smartphones, IPADs, etc.) to 

school. 

 

1.2  Empower students with decision-making ability in their 

school lives.  Our 8th grade teachers are piloting the inclusion 

of students in this fall’s Parent-Teacher conferences, with 

the intent of expanding this to other grades in future years.  

Holland Brook School is exploring this same idea for 4th 

and 5th grade students and will visit with schools that have 

implemented this program to learn more. 

 
Objective 1.10:  Implement a full-day kindergarten program for 

September 2014.   I have completed in-person meetings with 

all the private school kindergarten facilities in our area to 

share this news and have written to others in the 

surrounding communities to make sure I haven’t missed 

anyone.  We’ve set this goal for two years out for a few 

reasons:   

1. We need to ensure we have the proper facilities to 

accommodate additional kindergarten classrooms. 

2. Curriculum and materials will need to be prepared 

for full-day instruction. 

3. We want to be good neighbors to our private 

school colleagues and give them time to develop 

possible program changes. 

 

We’ll finalize facilities needs and begin to develop this 

exciting new program more thoroughly in the coming 

months. 

 

 

 

 

 



Would you like assistance with the new GENESIS  student 

data program? Teacher experts will be available on Friday 

morning, November 30, at 9:00 a.m. and Tuesday evening, 

December 4, at 7:00 p.m. to help parents log in, view their 

child’s attendance and grading information, and navigate the 

system with ease.  Please bring a laptop from home if you 

have one; extras will be available at the Help Session.  

Please RSVP to Pat Lewandowski at 

plewandowski@readington.k12.nj.us for the date you plan 

to attend.  Feel free to submit your questions as well so that 

our trainers can personalize their presentation for you.  

Both sessions will take place at the Board Office conference 

room adjacent to Holland Brook School. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT ROUNDTABLE 

October Minutes 
 

Grace Davitt, Liz Degan, Cheryl Alberino, Theresa  

Amster, Lee Eyler, Paula Hamilton, Jodi Bettermann,  

Lisa Hughes, Brigid Dolon, Stacy and Jack Kripsak,  

Karen Leibowitz, and Barbara Sargent attended. 

 

Barb Sargent reported the following: 

 Strategic Planning process, goals, and objectives. 

 Liana Chernoff hired as new RMS Assistant Principal. 

 

Open Forum items included: 

 A desire for Math Help during or after school.   

 A suggestion that parents complete anonymous 

evaluations of teachers at the end of the school year to 

be included in the annual evaluation.  

 A comment that the district website is confusing – 

especially, HSA links which are outdated. 

 Comments about the pros and cons of ListServe.  A 

parent suggested that notifications be date-stamped so 

that parents could tell which items were new and 

which were re-posts. 

 Several parents liked the new “Back to School Night” 

format at the middle school. 

 A parent asked who supervised coaches, and how we 

can ensure coaches know their sport. 

 A parent asked if all students must ride the bus home 

during an emergency dismissal.   

 There was a conversation about a balance between 

technical and personal communication skills.  Parents 

hope their children will have opportunities to present 

verbally, speak in front of an audience, and practice 

oral communication skills. 

 A parent expressed interest in summer academic work 

and reading assignments for students. 

 Several parents noted a “disconnect” between the 

elementary mathematics program and the middle 

school Connected Math program, though they like the 

new math programs.  Advanced students were skipping 

a grade level of math study and parents felt this was 

causing gaps. 

 A parent asked if more of the required forms could be 

available online. 

 Parents asked if math study guides could have answers 

provided.     

 Several parents expressed a concern about the cost of 

the school supplies.  Can there be coordination among 

team teachers?  Can we bulk order calculators and offer 

them to parents at a discounted rate? 

 A parent questioned why students couldn’t be pulled 

out for reading enrichment.   

 A parent asked about communication for Gifted and 

Talented testing/notification. 

 
 

 

A NEW ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL FOR RMS! 
 

We are pleased to welcome Liana Chernoff to Readington 

Middle School!  Liana comes to us from Hillsborough 

Middle School where she was a 7th and 8th grade Literacy 

teacher and a member of a number of professional 

committees.  Liana also taught English and Drama at 

Warren Hills Regional Middle and High Schools, and 

served as Director and Choreographer for several school 

productions.  Liana is a graduate of the University of 

Maryland (B.A.) and Rider University (M.A.) and is 

excited about joining our community.  Liana has been 

visiting with us and will begin in early December. 

 

In the meantime, we have been most fortunate to have Mr. 

Tripp Becker, P.E. teacher and Athletic Coordinator, 

serving as the Acting Assistant Principal in the middle 

school.  Mr. Becker has a great relationship with the 

students and staff and has been a tremendous help to 

everyone during this transition. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW LITERACY NEWS 
 

New novels have been purchased for 8th graders at 

Readington Middle School as part of a new unit 

on Bias/Prejudice.  Teachers will use 

Mississippi Trial and To Kill a Mockingbird 

with their students.  We hope to grow this 

unit by including non-fiction primary 

source texts in the future. 

WONDER BOOK GROUP 

 
We’ve had great interest in a parent book discussion 

for Wonder and can still take participants.  All are 

welcome, whether you’ve indicated your interest 

from the very beginning or are just realizing now that 

you’re free.  I look forward to our discussion!  We 

have rescheduled our discussion date and I’ll share 

that soon. 
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