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2014 - 2015  Strategic Planning Goals 

 

 Enhance students’ social, global, and intellectual engagement. 

 Create a vibrant learning environment for students and staff. 

 Create a culture of collaborative partnerships in and around our community. 

 Ensure institutional and financial sustainability in the face of economic and                                                
demographic challenges. 

 Assess and monitor our progress toward these goals and adjust strategies and                          
actions accordingly. 

 

 

Follow Us Online 
www.readington.k12.nj.us/threebridges 

 

Mission Statement 

Dedicated to the pursuit of excellence, Readington Township schools 
will nurture and challenge all students in a safe and innovative     
learning community. By encouraging respect and responsibility,       
students will become self-directed life-long learners who reach their 
greatest  potential. It is the expectation of this school district that all 
pupils achieve the Common Core Curriculum Standards at all levels. 



Principal’s Message 

Mrs. Kristen Higgins 
khiggins@readington.k12.nj.us 

Dear Three Bridges Community, 
 
April brought us Earth Day and our first official Green Week. Three 
Bridges School celebrated in many ways. The classroom teachers 
planned meaningful lessons and activities that taught about the             
importance of reducing, reusing, recycling and the value of taking care 
of nature. Each child was given a backpack tag to earn charms when they 
completed earth friendly learning or activities. In our lunch room, we 
continued have the Go Green Tiger Team monitor how we sort our lunch 
trash. The student volunteer monitors assisted in informing the other    
students in how to properly sort the items, and then gave a report at the 
end of lunch to assess our work. In addition, the students participated in 
a boomerang lunch (only use reusable containers for items brought from 
home) and we all wore Green and our Green Ribbon shirts on designated 
days. Yes, we had a heightened focus on green practices and                    
conservation during Green Week, and it is our goal to have the students 
keep these ideas in mind throughout the year, not just in April.   
 
May and June are very busy months at school. We have so many fun 
events planned. Please keep checking your Genesis Blast or just go           
directly to the school website and click on the Virtual Backpack to find 
out what is coming up. You can also go directly to the school calendar to 
see the upcoming events.  
 
Here’s to a fabulous last two months of school. This is a very special 
time, especially for our third graders as they prepare to move on to            
Holland Brook! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Higgins 



 

 

 Spring is in full swing and boy are we happy to see the sun and feel 
the warm air!  The children are thrilled to be back outside on the            
playground with their friends.  Fresh air sure does a body good!   

 We’ve enjoyed learning all about spring- our earth, gardening 
growing things, birds, bugs, and butterflies. Our preschoolers are busy 
preparing to celebrate our wonderful parents for the upcoming Mother’s 
Day & Father’s Day holidays.  We are learning special songs and making 
keepsakes for our loving parents. 

 Children are continuing to learn the letters of the alphabet and are 
starting to sound out some words, as well as identify beginning and  
ending sounds in words.  We are learning that the alphabet can be so 
tricky!   

 Preschoolers are also beginning to add numbers together while       
using manipulatives like blocks, cubes, and dot markers to make a         
number or find a total.  Please practice these skills at home.  It can be a 
lot of fun with food-goldfish, fruit snacks, etc. 

 As we focus on the end of the year and warmer weather, we are      
reminded to use sunscreen for outdoor play-please apply this before 
your child comes to school in the morning or afternoon.  Here’s to a 
great rest of the school year! 

 

Preschool 
Mrs. Dotro, Mrs. Fahey, and Mrs. Robb  



Kindergarten 
Mrs. Dauernheim Miss Marczyk, Miss Potter and Mrs. Shashkewych 

Reading in Kindergarten 
This month we are studying the author Mo Willems.  Mo Willems is the author of                    

Knuffle Bunny, Edwina the Dinosaur and of course, the kindergarten favorites, Piggie, Elephant and   
Pigeon.  These books have simple words, and tremendous expression and emotion.  The kindergartners 
love watching the teachers act out Piggie and Elephant. They are learning that a reader can change the 
expression and volume in his voice to express the characters feelings. The kindergartners are looking 
at question marks, exclamation marks, big and bold words, and words repeated to have an interesting 
effect.  They are learning that speech   bubbles are used to show conversation or what a character is 
thinking.  The kindergartners are having so much fun reading and acting out Piggie and Elephant with 
their own partners. 

As the kindergartners work on books in reader’s workshop,  they are encouraged to use various 
strategies to figure out  “tricky” words.  The first strategy is look at the picture, but as they have 
developed as readers and are now working on more complex text, that is not as easy as it was in the 

beginning.  Some other strategies are look at the first and last letter, skip the word and continue 
reading the sentence, then come back to the word and figure out a word that makes sense.  When your 
child reads the bag of books at home these are prompts you can use at home: 

 Does it look right? 

 Does it sound right? 

 Does it make sense? 

Research has shown that readers who engage in regular repeated readings improve their word 
recognition, reading rate, comprehension, and overall reading proficiency. As students regularly read 
and perform these age-appropriate texts, they improve their decoding, interpretation, and ultimately 
comprehension of the materials. When your kindergartner brings home the bag of books much is 
gained by rereading books. You could model for your child by saying I’ll read a page and you echo read. 
This is a good way to model fluency and expression. You will be surprised at how your child can imitate 
your reading. Have FUN reading together!! 



 

 

First graders are so thrilled that spring is here!  We have been blossoming into great      
readers, and mathematicians.  In reading we have been studying topics in nonfiction books.  We have 
chosen fiction and nonfiction books that relate to the same topic. Students have used charts,       
diagrams, and literacy journals to study a chosen topic.  We are able to use a variety of tools to  
figure out tricky words as we read books on our topic.  As you read at home with your child, and as 
you come across a tricky word, ask him/her what we can do to figure out the word and its meaning.  
We also have spent time working on our fluency and rate as we read.  Please continue to check          
comprehension, ask important questions as your child reads to you, like what is the main idea, and 
can you summarize what has happened so far in the book.  Our first graders have really been       
enjoying making charts and posters detailing favorite topics such as; bears, lions, flowers, and 
sharks. 

Poetry has been our focus in writing. We have studied a variety of poems including; acrostic 
poems, haiku, shape poems, and rhyming poems.  Students have really enjoyed using their creativity 
to compose different pieces.  

The students are so excited about the math unit that includes telling time and                   
geometry. The first graders were introduced to the concepts of telling time and have learned to tell 
time to the hour and half hour. They have become more aware of time and have been checking the 
clock throughout the day. Of course, they know exactly when lunch time is! First graders have also 

started geometry. Students have become experts on recognizing the characteristics of different 
shapes. They have the opportunity to work with manipulatives, and they absolutely love creating   
pictures out of shapes! 

We are welcoming spring by studying Air and Weather in science. The children are enjoying 
conducting investigations and exploring the movement of air.  Thanks to the beautiful weather, we 
were able to use the pinwheels we made and discover wind directionality by watching the movement 
of bubbles.  The children have begun learning about the different types of clouds and how clouds 
can tell us about the weather. We will continue to conduct cloud observations and learn more about 
other tools that tell us about the weather. 

 

First Grade 
Miss Ericson, Mrs. Higdon, Mrs. Meer, and Mrs. O’Connor 

First Grade observing clouds for science. Watering our school garden. 



Second Grade 
Mrs. Buelow, Ms. Dearstyne, Mrs. Ehler, and Mrs. Meares 

 Reading: 
    The second graders will be learning about fairy tales, folk tales and fables. This unit was designed to invite readers into the world 
of acting and directing and into the world of fairies, princesses, and witches, too!  Students will recount stories, including fables and 
folktales from diverse cultures, and they will determine their central message, lesson, or moral.  Also, they will compare and            
contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g. Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures. The hope is 
that children will hone their skills of comprehension, critiquing and analyzing multiple perspectives, comparing and contrasting 
characters, story lines, morals, and “lessons learned”. 
 

In addition, we are continuing to work on fluent reading. Just like movies stars, good readers become the characters in 
their stories. One way to do this is to read the story many, many times until they can read it smoothly. The children think about 
what's happening to the character and how the character feels in order to match their voices to the story. They are learning how to 
differentiate between when the narrator is speaking and when the character is speaking. Readers know that they have to change 
their voices not only when they are a character, but also when they are the narrator. And, as always, good readers pay attention to 
ending punctuation looking for questions, exclamations, and statements. 
 
Writing: 

We are currently working on writing tension stories.  The children are building upon our narrative small moment writing 
that we did earlier in the year.  Using what they have already learned, we are working to really zoom in on a tense or exciting          
moment in our lives.  Wonderful examples that students are writing about are: the first time I scored a soccer goal, the first time I 
went on a special water slide, and the first time I met my baby sister.  The children are really working hard to build tension for the 
reader before revealing the most intense or special moment.  Ask your child to tell you all about their tension story map ideas, and 
the stories they are writing.   They are doing a wonderful job, and should be very proud of their efforts. 
 
Math: 

In math, we have been telling time on both digital and analog clocks.  Students are learning how to effectively count 
around the clock to determine the time.  Please practice this with your child at home.  Students often confuse the minute and the 
hour hands.  The only way to become more successful is to practice, practice, practice! 
        In addition, the students are collecting information from our class and constructing tables, picture graphs and bar graphs.  They 
have come up with some great ideas like: favorite movies, favorite pets, and favorite type of ice cream.  After creating the tables 
and graphs, group members are creating questions for other students to solve based on the information presented.  Students learn to 
use mathematical vocabulary, and think as mathematicians during these engaging activities. 
       We also continue to practice trade first subtraction.  This can be initially tricky for some students, so please support your child 
by practicing and reinforcing this at home. Even just two quick problems a night can lead to increased success! 
 
Social Studies/ Science: 

Currently in social studies, the children are learning about natural resources with the distinction between renewable and 
non-renewable resources.  We are discussing how people use air, water, and land as resources and the importance of conserving our 
resources to make them last longer.  Here at TBS we pride ourselves on making ‘green’ choices and working together to protect our 
earth.  Students made bracelets to remind us to conserve water, conserve electricity, recycle and make other positive choices to help 
protect our planet. 

In science, students have been busy studying insects!  Our study of insects provides experiences that heighten student 
awareness of the diversity of animal forms and fosters a curiosity and interest in insects and a respect for them as living things.  We 
have been partnering across the second grade classrooms to study the life cycles of mealworms, waxworms, and painted ladies.  We 
have been observing the similarities and differences in the larvae, pupae, and adults of these insects and their distinct behaviors 
during each of these stages of the life cycle.  Ask your child to tell you about the insects and how they have been providing for their 
needs in their classroom habitats!   
 
  

 

 



 

 

 

    Third grade has been very busy!  April brought us some warmer temperatures 
and exciting opportunities for learning.  During the month of April, the third graders 
enjoyed taking part in the Book Fair and Spring Concert.  Additionally, many of the 
students participated in Earth Day related activities.  From planting trees to take 
home, to designing posters about the environment, our third graders sure devel-
oped a green thumb! 
    Students are getting excited about all the festivities coming up.  June visits to 
Holland Brook School and the Eversole House are just two events they are looking 
forward to.  The third graders will also get a chance to meet their third grade bud-
dies from Whitehouse School, as well as participate in their last field day at Three 
Bridges.   
    Academically, the third graders are just as busy!  They are reading and discuss-
ing a variety of texts and writing persuasive essays!  In math, students are working 
on word problems and reviewing addition, subtraction, and place value.  They are 
reminded to practice their multiplication facts daily so that they are able to retain 
what they have learned and develop speed and accuracy.  Recently, students 
wrapped up their science unit on rocks and minerals.  Now they are learning about 
New Jersey’s first people...the Lenape.  Please ask your child to share highlights of 
their learning.  This helps with accountability and responsibility.  That home-school 
connection is so important in order for students to be successful.   
    As a reminder, there is a meeting set up at Holland Brook for incoming 4th grade 
families.  We strongly suggest you attend this meeting on June 10th so that you 
can help your child adjust to routines and structures that will be put in place next 
year.   
    The third graders have grown a lot this year.  As we get closer to the end of the 
year, they are reminded to be good friends and responsible students.  Good habits, 
stellar behavior, and kind words all showcase what it means to be a Tip Top Third 
Grade Tiger!   
 

Third Grade 
Mrs. K-B, Mrs. Kokoszka, Mrs. Lewis, Mrs. Nabozny, and Mrs. Weintraub 



 

 

 Once your child can read, should you stop reading aloud to him?  No! This answer surprises many parents.  But the 

fact is that reading aloud is one of the best ways to motivate even the most reluctant readers.  Here are a few guidelines to 

follow. 

 

 Read for fun.  Choose books that interest you and your child.  Do silly things, such as make up accents for char-

acters.  The excitement in your voice can be contagious. 

 

 Allow interruptions.  It’s natural-and-good for children to chime in with questions and comments.  This keeps 

them involved in the story. 

 

 Take turns.  You do not have to do all the reading.  Show how much you like listening to your child.  Alternate 

reading paragraphs or chapters. 

 

 Vary your selections.  Try different kinds of  literature, such as novels or poems.  Your child may enjoy listening 

to things that are above his reading level.  With your help, he’ll learn new words and think about complex ide-

as. 

 

 Read often.  Choose a family reading time, such as right before bed.  Sometimes make this a read aloud ses-

sion, no matter how old your child is. 

 

 Have discussions.  Talk about what you are reading.  Do you like this book?  Who are your favorite characters?  

Make up new stories about them. 

 

READING ALOUD IS FUN FOR EVERYONE!!!! 

 

 

Reading News 
Mrs. Henderson, Mrs. Lax and Mrs. Robb 



 

 

                           

Better Hearing and Speech Month! 

May is “Better Hearing and Speech Month.”  According to the American Speech and Hearing 
Association, 46 million Americans are affected by some kind of speech, voice, language or 
hearing impairment.  It is hoped that awareness will be raised during this month.  

Hearing: Hearing loss can happen at any age.  Parents should always be alert to signs of 
hearing loss in their children. The most common cause of hearing loss in children is otitis  
media, the medical term for a middle ear infection. 

Speech: Take a close look at your child’s ability to speak clearly.  Learning to say all of the 
sounds correctly is a gradual process.  If your child’s speech sounds significantly different 
from his peers, he may have a speech disorder.    

May is a great month to remind children of the importance of using good speaking and        
listening skills.  A few suggestions for communicating effectively are to: 

speak slowly and clearly with good sound production,  

use appropriate volume when speaking, 

look at the speaker when listening 

take turns during conversation   

use an appropriate volume when listening to an iPod! 

(Mrs. Fillebrown, M.S., CCC-SLP Ext. 121-Mrs. Winebrenner, M.A., SLP Ext. 116) 

 

Speech and Language 
 

Mrs. Fillebrown and Mrs. Winebrenner 



 

  

Summer is a great time to reinforce recreational reading with your child. Here are a few sug-

gestions for summer reading: 

Picture Books 

Blackout by John Rocco is based on true event of the Northeast blackout of 2003. This great 

story reminds us that there is tons of fun to be had when you “unplug” from everyday technolo-

gy. 

Sam and Dave Dig a Hole by Jon Klassen Have you ever dug for buried treasure? Follow 

these three companions as they dig deep and you might find yourself not only laughing out 

loud but pondering some of life’s big questions as well! 

Chapter Books 

Judy Moody and the Not Bummer Summer by Megan McDonald A recent addition to this 

kid favorite series, Judy thinks her summer plans are ruined but she is in for some fun surprises. 

Jack: the True Story of Jack and the Beanstalk by Liesl Shurtliff This is Shurtliff’s second 

book based on a fairytale and if it’s anything like the first one, kids will not be able to put it 

down! 

Nonfiction 

Old Mikamba Had a Farm by Rachel Isadora This book combines music (Old McDonald) with 

fun facts about African animals – an interesting spin on a classic song. 

Look Up! Bird Watching in Your Own Backyard by Annette LeBlanc Cate Summer is a great 

time to observe wildlife and this book provides the tips, tricks, and facts to make it fun! 

 

 

Library 
Mrs. Hartman 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Library 
Mrs. Hartman 

 

Technology Tip 
 

Mrs. Barca 

 

Have you tried creating a Presentation in  

Google Slides? 

 

1. Click on the Google Apps link:  Google Apps 

2. Type in your username and password 

3. Click Login and Select Drive 

4. Click on New and Select Google Slides 

5. Have fun creating your Slide Show! 

6. Click the Share button to share your document with your teacher :) 

 

Create a Slide Show this summer and share it with your teacher.   

We can’t wait to hear about your summer adventures! 

 

 

 

 

http://sso.readington.k12.nj.us/LoginFormIdentityProvider/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fLoginFormIdentityProvider%2fDefault.aspx


Hola….¿Cómo estás? 

 

I am so excited to see how the children have blossomed in Spanish.  We have studied topics such as classroom 

objects, immediate family members, clothing we wear according to the weather; also, the food we eat for 

breakfast, lunch and dinner, and the time to eat. The students learn the Spanish language and culture by 

speaking, playing and singing only in Spanish. Using these topics we have been able to apply other areas of 

study in Spanish class such as social studies, music, arts and math.  We learned in Spanish about the children’s 

daily schedule, subject and clothing by using story and role playing. 

 In the month of May we celebrated the Mexican holiday “Cinco de Mayo” by learning about “fiestas” and 

breaking a real piñata containing small toys.  In Spanish class we do many communication activities that require 

oral participation; however, we do have some worksheets to help us remember what we have learned.  These 

worksheets are kept in their Spanish folder, which I am sending home at the end of the school year so that your 

child can share it with family and friends. 

 

 

Hasta la vista, 

 

Señora Campuzano 

Spanish Teacher 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 Spanish 
Senora Campuzano 



Wow, here we are in the month of May. Spring time is finally here.  I have been 
visiting classrooms and doing lessons on fairness and how to problem solve. The 
children really seem to know the difference between a small problem they can 
work out on their own and a big problem where they need to get help from an 
adult.    

 

This month’s character word is “friendly”.  We are watching the students to 
catch them being friendly!  

 

Have a wonderful May and if you have any questions or concerns please feel 
free to contact me at 908-782-2141 ext. 403 or bfurka@readington.k12.nj.us 

 

 

 

Guidance Corner 
Mrs. Furka 



 

 

It’s amazing how fast this school year has flown by! I’ve been very impressed with the     
enthusiasm the kids are showing toward their art projects. And, their hard work shows! 
Hopefully, everyone had a chance to see the art show during the nights of the concerts. I 
originally had thought I would take it down pretty quickly, but we all love seeing it          
displayed, so I am leaving it up a little while longer. 
 

The kindergartners will be rounding the year with a ripped cityscape, where they will be  
fine tuning their fine motor skills, tearing paper for their buildings. They will learn about 
repetition, perspective, overlapping, foreground, and background. A self-portrait will be 
thrown in the mix as well. 
 

Our first graders will be finishing the year off with a watercolor painting. We’re learning 
about cherry blossoms (and why they are no good for our allergies!) and how to watercolor 
paint them. They will learn how to blend colors, while painting a realistic painting. 
 

The second graders will also be finishing the year off with a watercolor painting, but they 
will be learning about analogous colors (colors next to each other on the color wheel) and 
negative space. Stylistic drawings will be the theme for this painting. 
 

And, our third graders are almost finished with their rainforest birds. I can’t wait to see 
them painted! Their sketches look amazing, so if that’s any indication as to how they’re    
going to turn out, I think we will all be impressed! I’m glad you had the chance to see them 
as a work-in-progress, so you understand how much time and effort your children have been 
working on them.  

  

 Art 

Mrs. Pierro 



School Health News  

Seasonal Allergies  

“ AH-CHOO!” 

Spring is here! Blooming trees, 

flowers, and grass means     

sneezing, coughing, congestion, 

runny nose, and itchy watery eyes 

for people who suffer from     

seasonal allergic rhinitis.  

Even if your child has never had 

seasonal allergies, it is possible 

that they’re just beginning.      

Seasonal allergies can start al-

most anytime, but usually develop 

before age 10 and peak in our 

early twenties.  

While no cure exists, you can help 

symptoms by reducing exposure 

to allergy triggers. 

If you take medication, take it 

before your symptoms start. 

Close doors and windows at 

night or any other time     

pollen counts are high. Use air 

conditioning in your home and 

car if possible.   

There are several types of    

nonprescription medications 

that can help ease allergy 

symptoms. Talk to your child’s 

doctor about which          

medications to use.  

Stay indoors on dry, windy days. 

The best time to be outside is 

after a soaking rain which 

helps clear pollen from the air 

Make sure children are washing 

their hands and face after 

outdoor play.  Remove 

clothes you’ve worn outside; 

you may also want to shower 

to rinse pollen from skin and 

hair.  

Don’t hang laundry outside,   

pollen can stick to sheets and 

towels. 

 

Protect your Brain: Wear a Helmet! 

“Bicycle helmets 

reduce the risk of 

head injury by 85%, 

and the risk of brain 

injury by 90%.” 

 NJ Dept. of Transportation 

Helmets are critical in protecting 

your child's life whether riding a 

bike, scooter, skiing, skating,    

playing contact sports, or riding 

an ATV.   

Imagine your brain jiggling 

around in your skull. When it 

comes to an abrupt stop, the   

vulnerable brain can hit the skull 

and an injury such as a concussion 

or even worse can occur. Helmets 

reduce the severity of impact 

through crushable foam which 

absorbs some of the crash      

energy.                                        

Always fasten the strap. The 

strap should form a “V”  

below your ears. 

You should only be able to fit 

two fingers from your     

eyebrow to the brim of the 

helmet and two fingers under 

the chin strap. 

Adults should wear helmets too! 

www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/

bike/kids.shtm 

To prevent injury, ride and play 

with caution and ALWAYS wear 

a helmet.  

NJ law requires all children  

under the age of 17 wear 

an approved bicycle helmet 

while riding a bike.  

Your helmet should fit snuggly. 

Your helmet should rest low and 

level on your forehead, just 

above your eyebrows. 

REMINDER 

Weather permitting; students will be outside for recess.   

Please make sure your children have appropriate clothes and 
footwear. Flip Flops and sandals without an ankle strap 

are not safe for recess.  

 



Rain Barrel located in the        

Outdoor Sensory Garden 

Our Second Rain Barrel is located 

next to our Vegetable Garden 

Rain barrels at Three Bridges 

School  collect and store rain-

water from the school roof 

that would otherwise be lost 

to runoff and diverted to 

storm drains and streams. 

Rain barrels not only help   

protect the environment, they 

also save money and energy! 


