
Lesson Plan Template 

Highland Park School District 

 

Teacher’s Name: Corey Carter Date: 6/13/16 

Content Area: Science Topic: Rain Gardens 

 

Objectives: 

 SWBAT explain what a rain garden is and describe its role in reducing water pollution and aiding biodiversity  

 

Instructional Strategies: 

 Do Now: Students will think about how rain gardens can cut down on water pollution. They will discuss with peers 
at their tables. Volunteers will share their ideas. 

 Students will watch the “What is a rain garden?” video posted on YouTube by the Vermont Green Infrastructure 
Initiative. 

 Students will read the article “Rain gardens help alleviate rainwater runoff problems” from the Houston Chronicle. 
They will then complete the “Rain Gardens” worksheet to review what rain gardens are and how they impact 
water pollution and biodiversity. Volunteers will share their answers. 

 Students will be provided with a list of native plants that will be planted in the rain garden. They will use the 
internet to research information about the plants including their bloom times, optimal amounts of sunlight and 
water, pollinators attracted, etc. Teacher will lead a discussion of these characteristics and focus on the 
importance of the use of native species in the garden.  

 Students will close with a discussion of things that they learned about rain gardens with peers at their tables. 
Volunteers will share with the class. 

 

Materials: Next Gen Science Standards 

 “Rain gardens help alleviate rainwater runoff 
problems” article 

 “Rain Gardens” worksheet 

 “Native Plants” worksheet 

 Chromebooks 

 ActivBoard 

 Laptop computer 

 Pencil/pen 

 ESS2.C: The Roles of Water in Earth’s Surface 
Processes – Water continually cycles among land, 
ocean, and atmosphere via transpiration, 
evaporation, condensation and crystallization, and 
precipitation, as well as downhill flows on land. (MS-
ESS2-4)  

 LS2.A: Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems 
- Organisms, and populations of organisms, are 
dependent on their environmental interactions both 
with other living things and with nonliving factors. 
(MS-LS2-1)  

 

Assessment(s): Follow-Up 

Students will be assessed on their active participation during 
the discussion and the completion of classwork.  

Homework: 
None 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


