
A school wide culture of digital learning has been developing over the fast 4 years and specifically this past
year and a half with the change to digital learning that came with the pandemic.  Teachers and students have
embraced the change of instruction styles and worked continuously throughout the year to improve and
enhance their pedagogy to include delivering lessons and authentic learning to students via live virtual
instruction using a variety of platforms.  Entering the year many had a competent understanding of virtual
platforms. Knowing that more was needed to meet the unique needs of each of our learners, teachers and
staff embraced the new year and became the students. We attended training and searched for new,
innovative, and authentic ways to reach our students and provide them with the best learning experience
possible amidst a year with many pivots, transitions, and adaptations.

Even with the changes and the majority of our students on virtual instruction, we wanted to ensure they had
the opportunity to engage in lessons essentially learning by doing.  We wanted to ensure that our students
were learning about impactful issues with creative solutions so that they continue to develop critical thinking,
empathy, and problem solving strategies,ensuring they become lifelong learners. For this reason we pushed
to continue with specials and unique programs after school hours like our Future Leaders Club, Debate
Team, PowerSave Team and Green Team.  Students were able to dive into learning with topics related to
their interest both in the classroom and after school.

For this to happen our teachers needed the training to support our students' needs in a unique learning
environment.  We have adapted, grown and pushed to provide these authentic learning experiences and
empower our students to grow as learners and leaders. Below is a list and explanation of the many trainings and
programs for staff and students as well as the clubs and opportunities for our kids to participate in.

Digital Bulletin Boards
Class Dojo for families



Digital Meetings
Conferences Zoom
Evening Events

Family Engagement on Zoom





Ed Tech Digital Learning

https://sites.google.com/longbranch.k12.nj.us/edtech/home

https://sites.google.com/longbranch.k12.nj.us/edtech/home




Digital Platforms

SeeSaw:

"Seesaw for Schools is a digital app-based platform that allows students, teachers, and parents or
guardians to complete and share classroom work. As the company itself says, Seesaw is a platform for
student engagement."
"Using the Seesaw app, students can show what they know using various media, from photos and videos
to drawings, voice recordings, text, links, and PDFs. This is all on the Seesaw platform, meaning it can be
seen and appraised by teachers and even shared with parents and guardians."
"Seesaw for School supports translation, allowing it to be used by ESL students and families who speak
multiple languages. If the device language settings are different from the original message, for example,
then the device will translate so the student receives the content in the language they're working with."

Google Classroom and Google Suite:

Google Classroom brings a virtual classroom to life abd holds students activities and assignments,
lessons, videos and much more.  It is their year of learning housed and reflective of the work and
accomplishments students make throughout the year. Suite Includes Docs, Sheets, Slides, Forms,  and
others used throughout classrooms across all grade levels

I-Ready:

The i-Ready Diagnostic is an adaptive assessment that adjusts its questions to suit your student’s needs.
Each item a student sees is individualized based on their answer to the previous question. For example, a
series of correct answers will result in slightly harder questions, while a series of incorrect answers will
yield slightly easier questions. The purpose of this is not to give your student a score or grade, but instead
to determine how best to support your student’s learning. From there, students will work on an individual
path to continue with their individualized learning. i-Ready personalized Instruction provides students with
lessons based on their individual skill level and needs, so your student can learn at a pace that is just right
for them. These lessons are fun and interactive to keep your student engaged as they learn. Students
practiced daily lessons in both math and reading. Students completed diagnostic assessments during the
fall,winter and spring  to analyze individual growth and see if they scored on grade level or below.

Flipgrid:

Flipgrid is a website that allows teachers to create "grids" to facilitate video discussions. Each grid is like a
message board where teachers can pose questions, called "topics," and their students can post video
responses that appear in a tiled grid display. Student-to-Student Replies allow students the opportunity to
respond to their peers within a Flipgrid Topic and participate in ongoing dialogue, any time and any place.
Students were able to record lessons through videos that were seen by classmates and teachers.

Epic:



Epic is a leading online children's subscription book service offering immediate, on-demand access to
over 40,000 high-quality illustrated books and chapter books for children ages 12 and under. With an Epic
subscription, books can be easily discovered, read, and shared with friends! Students and families had
access to these on-line books where students had small groups, individual reading time and book talks
with this on-line platform. This was a free service for our students during school hours and up till 3 in the
afternoon.

Kahoot:

Kahoots are best played in a group setting. To join a game, you need a unique PIN. Kahoot! is a
game-based learning platform that makes it easy to create, share and play learning games or trivia
quizzes in minutes. Students interacted with each other and were able to visually see the scores on the
leadership podiums.

Nearpod:

Using Nearpod lessons, teachers provide the opportunity to give instant and immediate feedback to you
students. You as the teacher are given an immediate view at their answers and can use that data to check
in with the students that may need that extra help, while the rest of the class continues in the lesson.
Nearpod helps teachers make any lesson interactive whether in the classroom or virtual. Teachers were
able to watch student screens live to see their work and interact with them giving feedback.

Classlink:

ClassLink is the district Single Sign-On (SSO) that students and staff use  to access digital
curriculum/resource sites. Which eliminates the need for a user to remember multiple usernames and
passwords. All student apps and google classroom information was located for them in the launchpad.

Zooms/Break Out Rooms:

Platform independent: participants can join the session from any device—no VPN needed. Zoom has
been our school’s main platform to connect with students and each other.  We as a school, were also able
to conduct parent/teacher conferences and special guest assemblies through zooms. Break out rooms
were used to teach independent and small groups.

Google Classroom:

Google Classroom was school wide where students were able to see class assignments posted to them
and receive feedback on work to submit and resubmit as it has a feature where teachers can view work,
grade the work, and give feedback to the students when a teacher opens a student's returned
assignment.  This makes collaboration easy in an educational world where student talk and voice is
becoming more and more important.

Learning A-Z/Raz Kids



Learning A-Z provides teachers of bilingual and ESL students with a platform to assess their student’s
reading levels, and assign level-appropriate listening, reading and comprehension learning activities.
Once the student’s reading level is determined, reading material is customized for each student, and
reports are sent to the teacher from which teachers can monitor student progress, and assist students in
areas in which students may be struggling.

Below is a screenshot of the Classlink dashboard of a first grade teacher. ClassLink is the single sign-on
platform which houses the applications used by teachers and students.



STAFF TRAININGS



Student Clubs

Future Leaders

https://youtu.be/OKwyOcPGR4k

Debate

PowerSave

https://youtu.be/OKwyOcPGR4k


Green Team


